BEAT 1923 Meeting, February 8, 2011 at LVHS

1.  We in Graceland West used to communicate as a neighborhood unit regarding crime.  As most of you know, we were one of two Chicago neighborhood models for the CAPS program.  Unfortunately, with the inception of CAPS, we needed to attend two separate BEAT Meetings rather than one to discuss neighborhood issues. Great News!  Sgt Karen Lemon (karen.lemon@chicagopolice.org, 312.744.5574) announced that she has made changes and anyone anywhere in the 19th District can attend any BEAT Meeting and she will make sure the information is shared with the appropriate BEATs.  She asked us to copy her on neighborhood emails regarding crime.  

3.  Our neighborhood has asked for many years that BEAT 1923 have a staggered shift to be better able to address problems near Lakeview High School, especially before and after school.  I'm happy to let you know that the current BEAT shifts address that need.  

2.  Sgt. Lemon also shared information regarding upcoming court cases.  It really is important for community members to be in court for several upcoming "notable arrest" and serious cases.  Please email or phone Sgt. Lemon for information. 

3.  In late March, CAPS will hold a breakfast or lunch meeting for community groups within the 19th District.  One outside speaker will discuss a possible cooperative for residents (i.e. if you need a sledgehammer for a day, you'll be able to post that need).

4.  Recent healthcare articles note that one in 12 attendees of major sports events leave the event drunk.  Police told us they are focusing on drunk drivers.  If you suspect a drunk or impaired driver, call 911 and let them know whatever information you have: car type and color, license, driver and clothing description, location and direction of the vehicle.  Your information is immediately broadcast throughout the district.  

4.  The Top Crimes for Beat 1923 from 11/9/10 through 2/8/11 were discussed.  

· Theft over $300                                                up - 48

· Theft from building $300 and under         up - 37

· Burglary Frocible Entry                                   down -  26

· Criminal Damage To Vehicle                        down - 20

· Motor Vehicle Theft                                       up - 19

· Buglary Unlawful Entry                                  up - 16

· Battery Simple                                                  down - 12

· Assault Simple                                                   same - 8

· Criminal Damage To Property                     down - 8

· Please continue to pay attention to neighborhood and police alerts  and call 911 immediately for suspicious behavior or crime in progress.  

